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WESTMINSTER ADDRESS. 


IN the present Number of the Register, 
Ihave to put upon record what gives me 
greater pleasure than I have ever derived 
from any thing that I have inserted in it, 
from its first establishment to the present 
hour. The Westminster AbDpDRESs, 
which was passed at the last meeting of 
the people of that city; at that meeting 
which Mr. Wilberforce’s. brother-in-law 
(lately made a Master in Chancery); at 
thdt meeting which this gentleman, Mr. 
STEPHEN, spoke so contemptuously of; 
that Address, which was presented to the 
Prince Regent by the Hics Baitirr 
and Sin Francis Burdett; that Address 
published in the LONDON 





has been 


GAZETTE, by AUTHORITY.——L in- | 


sert it below just as it stands in the Lon- 
don Gazette; and I thus do all that lies in 
my power to cause it to be read, or heard, 
by every person, not only in this country 
but in every other country, as far as the 
English language has reached; and, if I 
had time, I would put it into the French 
language also for, every man upon earth, 
who is worthy of being free, is interested 
10 it. ———This Address is full to all points. 
It blinks nothing. Bribery, Corruption, 
Seat-trafficing, Foreign Troops, Star-Cham- 
ber work ; and all the rest of it are bere, 
Ibis is the truth, told in plain language. 


Lo ‘ 
We have here the sentiments of honest | 


minds, and expre’sca without the smallest 
Cisguise. Here are no circumlocutions ; 
ho going about the bush ; no hinting and 


have here, the words of men of independ- 
ent minds, addressed toa Prince, whom 
we have every reason to believe worthy of 
reigning over such men.—-—But, excel- 
lent as the language and the sentiments 





of this Address are; wholesome as are the 
| truths that it promulgates to the world ; 
| hard as are the blows which it deals on 
that which is our country’s bane; still, 
‘the circumstance that gives it most value 
in my eyes, and will, I trust, in the eyes 
of the nation, is, that this Address has been 
| published by the order of his Royal Highnese 
the Prince Regent. This is what I most 

highly esteem ; for it is to me, and so it 

is, I believe, to the people of Westmiuster, 

a proof that his Royal Highness is, as we 
have always believed hun to be, on the 
side of Parliamentary Reform.——That this 





publication took place in consequence of 


his special order, there can be no doubt at 
all; for until now, not a single address, 
in favour of reform, has ever been pub- 
lished in the London Gazette, under any 
ministry. Nay, as I am informed by 
those who have searched the File of the 
London Gazettes for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the fact, there has not been any 
address or petition published through that 
vehicle, which called for a redress of griev- 
ances of any sort, To the Prince, there. 
fore, we must direct our thanks for what. bas 
now been done; and certainly not to the 
ministers, under whom, or whose predeces- 
sors for the last thirty years, nothing that 
was not complimentary to men in power has 
found its way to the world through this 








rubbing ; no double meanings ; none of | authentic channel, the London Gazette. 
those devices to which men who have not With what feelings the persons numed 
power to resist oppression are compelled inthe Address have seen it published thus 
to resort (under governments really des- | to the world, under the authority of govern- 
Potic) in order to save themsélves from | ment, I know not, neither dul care. Their 





the fangs of what is, in sach governments, , time for real feeling is yettocome. But, it 
called faw, but which is, in fact, nothing must be confessed, that the Prince has here 
more than the most convenient instru- | had an opportunity of repaying them a little 
ment of the basest tyranny.—In short, we | of that which he has se largely received at 
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their hands. It is not he who speaks of them 
here; it is not hewho characterizes their ac- 
tions; it is not Ae who draws the picture of 
them; itis the people of Westminster, who 
speak the sentiment, of all the virtuous 
aud public-spirited part of the people of 
England; it is that part of the people who 
set the noble example of returning their 
member free of expence; it is the people, 
the real people of England, who draw the 
picture, and the picture being by them 
presented to the Prince, he holds it out to 
the world ; he says to the parties described, 
«look! this is the picture the people give 
“me of you! Here are the words of the 
« people of England! Such is their opi- 
“nion of you! Such are their accusations 
“ against you!”’——-And, surely, nothing 
could be more manly or more wise. He 
knew, that, in this Address of the people of 
Westminster, he heard the voice of the 
people of England; the real people of 
England ; those upon whose hearts and 
arms the safety of bis throne must finally 
depend ; those, without whose attachment 
and zeal fifty armies would not save the 
country from subjugation in case of an in- 
vasion by a powerful enemy. I look 
upon this step, on the part of his Royal 
Highness, as having decided the-question 
respecting his being in favour of a Reform 
of Parliament. In this step he seems to 
me to have declared for the people, and 
against the system of cofruption: against all 
those who are gnilty of the crimes of 
bribery, corruption, subornation: against the 
whole of those infamous miscreants, of 
whatever grade they ate, or by whatever 
hame they may be known.——His Royal 
Highness is, I sincerely believe, in favour 
of a Parliamentary Reform fsom principle ; 
but, if this were not the case, policy points 
out this path to him; for, is it possible, 
that any man can be so blind as not to see, 
that, in these and the neatly approaching 
times the good will, the carta’ attach- 
ment, of the people will be of infinitely 
more consequénce'than it ever was at any 
former period ? In short, there appears to 
be, and, intleed, there evidently is, no 
ether choice than that between the People 
and the Borough Faction; and ‘the Prince 
has very wisely declared for the former. 
——With this Preface, I insert the Ad- 
dress, and T do it, too, ina larger charac- 
ter than ustal, as well for the purpose of 
distinguishing it above ‘other articles, as 
for that of rendering it more easy to be 
reudby persons of all ages. 
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The London Gazette. 
Publithed by Autherity, — 


From Tuesday April 23, to Saturday 
April 27, 1811. 








Carlton-House, April 23, 1811. 
HE following Address has been 
presented to His Royal Highness 

the Prince Regent; which Address 
His Royal Highness was pleased te 
receive very graciously : 


To the PRINCE REGENT. 
The dutiful Address of the House. 
holders of the City and Liberties ot 

Westminster. " 

May tt Please Your Royal Highness, 

Incerely attached to your Person, 

as on the present Occasion will be 
evinced, it is with a lively Sensibilits 
we participate in the Sorrow Your 
Royal Highness must feel for the 
Cause of your having been called to 
your present Situation. 

But we trust, that, by taking o” 
you a Nation’s Care, demanding, 4 
they now do, an undivided Mind, the 
private Griefs of Your Royal High- 
ness must be less painfully felt. 

it has been, Sir, with extreme Dis 
satisfaction we have contemplated 
those habitual Suspensions of the 
Regal Authority, some of which ine 
been but recently brought to light, 
that have been so derogatory to YO! 
Royal Highness, and are ia ‘het 
Nature so portentous ; bat we '™ 
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that a Repetition of such Suspensions, 

which we know not how to distinguish 

from Usurpations, will be rendered 
impracticable. 
Independent of these unconstitu- 
tional Proceedings, there had been 
much Cause of Complaint, if not of 
Suspicion, in the Obstacles interposed 
by Ministers for preventing the ac- 
customed Access of the Subjects to 
their Sovereign ; wherefore, Sir, in 
now beholding Your Royal Highness 
Regent of the Kingdom, we are in- 
spired with a cheering Hope, because 
His Majesty, should his Health be 
happily restored, will assuredly, 
through the faithful Report of Your 
Royal Highness, learn the true Con- 

dition of kis Kingdom, and the real 
Sentiments of his loyal and aggrieved 
/ People. 

In habitual Suspensions of the Regal 

Functions it is not a mere Token we 
| discover whence to infer the Exist- 
-enceof Evil. In Breaches of the Con- 
stitution so flagrant we do not wit- 
| ness mere slight Indications of some- 
4 thing wrong ; but they are so many 

Proofs that a Borough Faction, tram- 
pling on the Rights of Crown and 

People, triumphant Reigns. In the 

Example now fresh in all our Minis, 

the indignant Nation hath seen in full 

Display that Faction’s odious Preten- 

‘ions, and Your Royal Highness has 

been made sensible of its detested 

Power, 

Thirty Years ago it was declared 
y Sir George Savile, in his Place in 
Varliament, that the Commons House 
"as no more a Representation of the 
‘cople of this Kingdom.than it was 
fthe People of Frante. 

The Seats in that House, both for 
lose and for open Boroughs, are no- 
rlously marketable. One of them, | 
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as we are credibly informed, was once 
bought by a French King’s Mistress 
for her English Correspondent in 
Time of War; and it stands on Re- 
cord that, at another Time, those 
Seats were purchased wholesale by 
the Nabob of Arcot for his intriguing 
Agents. None then, Sir, can assure 
us, that at this Day a whole Troop in 
the Pay of a Napoleon may not sit 
rand vote in that House. 

The Inveteracy of this Disease was 
made manifest to the whole World, 
when, in the Cases of Mr. Henry 
Wellesley, Lord Castlereagh, and the 
present Minister, Mr. Perceval, all 
accused of trafficking in those Seats, 
not only no Punishment ensued, but 
the Traffic was vindicated—and for 
this extraordinary Reason, that it was 
become as notorious as the Sun at 
Noon-Day. 

Here, Sir, is the Cancer of the 
State. With a House. of Commons 
rapidly becoming, by the Virulence 
of this Pest, a mere Mass of Corrup- 
tion, Death must ensue, unless the 
Cancer to its last Fibre be eradicated, 
and free Parliaments restored. 

For such a Restoration Your Royal 
Highness must perceive that no Ta- 
lent, no Wisdom, no Virtue in Minis- 
ters can become a Substitute. 


Proud and light Men have indeed, 
in all Ages, pretended to such a Skill. 
|Puffed up with a Conceit of their 
own Sufficiency, they haye been 
abundantly ready to dispense with 
the Constitution. But did not all 
History proclaim the Absurdity of 
such Pretensions, that Absurdity 
must, to every reasoning Mind, be 
self-evident. 

The Nature of the nefarious Sys- 
tem .of Government, which hath 
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1197} 
grown with the Grewth and strength- 
ened with the. Strength of the Bo- 
rough Faction, is‘ascertained to us by 


long and calamitous Experience [ts 


Root is Tyranny ; its Fruit 1s Ruin. 
It scourged America into Resistance : 
lreland it tortured into Rebellion. It 
disinherited Your Royal Highness of 
many and flourishing States ; and the 
numerous Seamen of: those States it 
alienated from the English Navy. 
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| 





It was tlrs System of Government | 


which peopled our Prisons with in- 
nocent Persons, for the malignant 
Persecution of whom Ministers took 
Shelter under a Bill of Indemnity 
passed by themselves and their Abet- 
tors. 

It is this System of Government 
which hath pauperized more than a 
Million of our English Fellow-sub- 


jects ; and which daily augments the 


Number. 

It is this System of Government 
that covers our once free Land with 
Bastiles and Barracks; that brands 
the Millions of England as Cowards, 
needing foreign Soldiers for Defend- 
ers; and that brings back upon us 
the Doctrines and the Cruelties of the 
Star Chamber. 

This System of Government, by a 
blind Infatuation, confers on French 
and other foreign Roman Catholic 
Officers what it offensively refuses to 
native Irish, filling the Hearts of the 
Irish Millions with Indignation and 
Resentment; combustible Passions, 
which, so pent up, cannot without 
Terror be contemplated. . 

This System of Government hath 
in the End demonstrated the Wicked- 
ness and exposed the Folly of those 
who, to tear from the People all Hope 
of a just Reform, forced them into an 
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unjust War. For, after Hundreds of 
Millions have been insanely squan- 
dered, after Rivers of Blood have 
been inhumanly shed, after the Na. 
tion, foiled and disgraced, bas been 
reduced to a forlorn Hope,—after all 
this has been brought on us by cor- 
rupt,. short-sighted and tyrannical 
Men, for putting down and treading 
under Foot Parliamentary Reform, it 
is at length seen that in this Reform, 
and in this Reform alone, national 
Salvation can be found. 

During the Machinations for fetter- 
ing Your Royal Highness and bring- 
ing you under the galling Yoke, you 
must, Sir, have noticed the Faction’s 
base Ingratitude to the King your 
Father, for whom with the deepest 
Hypocrisy they affect the 
Devotion. That System of Govern- 
ment which has been our Bane, that 
System of Government which had its 
Origin in the worst Corruptions, and 
the most treacherous Counsels of 1! 
Advisers, they made no Scruple to 
call the King’s own System of Go- 
vernment. 

There is no View, Sir, of the Na- 
tion’s Affairs but must impress 0! 
Your Royal Highness a. Conviction 
of the pernicious Consequences of a 
System of Government founded on 2 
House of Commons in which the Peo- 


ple are not represented. | 
Wherefore, the Subject which above 


oreatest 


: t. 
all others, for its paramount Impor 


ance, we are anxious, Sir, to rivet mi 
your Thoughts, is that which You! 
Royal Highness has found to be s 
permost in our own,—Parliamen'®. 


that 


away 
ntary 


Reform. 

It being our confident Hope 
the present Session will not pas 
without a Renewal of Parliame 
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Efforts in that Cause, we believe, Sir, 
that a public Knowledge of an earnest 
Desire on the Part of Your Royal 
Highness for the Success of those 
Efforts, would assuredly cause their 
early Triumph. 





It is this Faction, Sir, ostentatious 
of its usurped Dominion, which, for 
several Months at a Time, you have 
now a second Time seen carrying on 
Government over the English Nation 
without either a King or a Regent; 


Convinced indeed we are, that | thus striking in public Opinion at the 


whenever the Crown and the Subject, 
for mutual Self-Preservation, shall 
make common Cause in pursuit of 
this indispensable Object, the odious, 
the intolerable Usurpation of the Bo- 
rough Faction, smitten by the united 
Rays of the Law, the Constitution, 
the Throne, and the Nation, must, 
like a noxious Exhalation, melt in Air 


' and disappear. 


Against all Counsel for protecting 
or fortifying the Borough Faction, 


| Waoare hostile to your every Interest, 


we trust Your Royal Highness will 
be on your Guard. Ours, Sir, were 


| we entitled to offer it, would be 


Counsel of another Complexion ; as 
will be that of all those loyal and 
faithful Advisers, whose Desire it is 
that Your Royal Highness should es- 
cape the Toils of the Wicked, that 
you may not be unconstitutionally 
shackled, and made to appear the 
Patron of a Faction, instead of stand- 
ing free, dignified, independent, 
and illustrious at the Head of the 
Nation. 

Once, Sir, identified with the Bo- 
rough Faction, Farewel to Greatness ! 
Think, Sir, of a Prince of Asturias 
and a Godoy! Surrounded by the 
Toils of that Traitor, the unhappy 
Prince became instrumental in under- 
Mining his own reversionary Throne, 
and in accelerating the Downfal of 
the Kingdom of his Inheritance! In 
the Borough. Faction, Sir, behold an 
Army of Godoys ! . LR 





| Utility of the Kingly Office; thus 


striving to deepen the Root of theic 
own Usurpation, and to accustom the 
People to the most extravagant I’xer- 
cise of their hateful Power. 

Wherefore, Sir, we repeat, that it 
is a Faction which alike tramples on 
the Rights of Crown and People. All 
but the Name of King this insolent 
Faction hath usurped. Nay, Sir, 
with a King’s Authority it is not con- 
Rut ; the Faction aims at nothing 
short of being despotic. 

When therefore Your Royal High- 
ness, with us, shall be convinced, 
that the usurped Authority of the 
Faction is utterly incompatible with 
‘‘the Safety, Honour, and Dignity 
of His Majesty, and the Welfare of 
his People,” which, as Regent, you 
have ssworn ‘* you will in all Things, 
to the utmost of your Power and Abi- 
lity, consult and maintain,” that Con- 
viction in the Mind of Your Royal 
Highness will be to us a Source of 
the most animating Hope, and a Pre- 
sage of recovered Rights and Liber- 
ties. 

Were it not, Sir, a Law of Nature, 
that none can taste the godlike Plea- 
sure reserved to the patriot Saviour, 
who hath not first acutely felt the 
Pain of contemplating public Wrongs 
and Calamities, the Citizens of West- 
minster would have to regret that the 
Wrongs and Calamities of their Coun- 
try should have made the principal 
Theme of. this their first Salutation 
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1131) 
of Your Royal Highness, in the Cha- 
racter of Regent. 

But having not failed to dwell also 
with Emphasis on that Reform which 
is the sole Remedy for the Nation’s 
political Evils, they trust they have 
given the best Proot of their Anxiety 
that the Blessings of a grateful Peo- 
ple should await Your Royal High- 
ness ; and that by all Posterity your 
Name should be venerated as long as 
human Records shall endure. 

It is thus, Sir, the Citizens of West- 
minster give you their Pledge, that, 
in all your Exertions for saving the 
State, they, with Life and Fortune, 
are determined to stand by Your 
Royal Highness. 





SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Ms. Bincuam.——In my last, I thought 
it my duty to state the case of Mr. 
Bincnam, the unfortunate and falsely 
accused Clergyman of Sussex; and [ 
could not help contrasting the conduct of 
the London daily news-papers towards 
him with their conduct towards the Bishop 
o& Derry, during last winter and much about 
the time that they were attacking Mr. 
Bingham,——But, J did not say‘all that I 
wished to say upon this part ofthe subject. 
There were, upon the eceasion referred to, 
such instancesex hibited of the terror under 
which the press moves in this country, 
when not on the side of power, that, per- 
haps, are without a parallel._—I¢ will 
be remembered, that the Moaninc Crio- 
NICLE was one of the papers threatened 
with prosecutions by the Bishop. On the 
5th of November (mark the day), the mat- 
ter was proaghs before the Judges of the 
King’s Bench, and then it was stated, that 
the Morning Chronicle was to be prose- 
cuted.—On the third of November, the 
poor CukonicLe appears to have smelt 
out its danger, and, accordingly, it 
betook itself to supplication, ptayer, and 
atonement in the following terms, to 
which I must beg the : 
cular attention,.—_—_ ishop of 
“ Derry.—-This amiable and highly respected 
“* Prelate, who has been the unmerited 
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“ and Rev. William KNOX, fourth son of 
“the venerable Viscount Northland, now . 
“in his Sist year, by the Hon. Miss 7 
“< Vesey, sister to the late Viscount De B 
“ Vesci. The Bishop, soon after he was T 
“ordained, married Miss Spencer, sister F 
“of Mrs. Pomeroy, wife to the Hon. and o 
« Rev. J. Pomeroy, brother to Viscount °. 
“ Harberton, and daughter of the late de 
“ James Spencer, Esq. of the county of fol 
« Kildate.——Mrs. Knox was married ata 
“very early age, and although possess. a 
ing an uncommon share of personal charms, ee 
it was in the domestic circle of her own a 
“ family she sought for happiness, fulfilling Ti 
“ the duties of a wife to a most affectionate we 
‘* husband, and those of an anxious ani “ 
“ tender mother to a numerous family, the - 
« eldest of whom is now a Lieutenant in te 
“ the Royal Navy. When his Lordship pay 
“‘ was translated to the See of Derry, he Se 
“ found much to correct and more to im- Cor 
“prove; his predecessor, the Earl of “R 
‘¢ Bristol, having been for some years an bee a 
** absentee, his liberal imtentions were a it 
“ not always carried into effect. To pro- “L 
“ mote the manufactures, encourage agri- ene 
“ culture, and improve the morals of the « 9g 
“county and its inhabitants, have been “10 
‘¢ the great objects of his life ; and how 6 th 
« far this Prelate has succeeded, the Ad- « pe 
«dress presented by the Clergy and E Rigt 
« Gentlemen of the Diocese, on a late oc- thin, 
« casion, prove. In this age of depravity, of at 
« when it ismecessary to make laws to I ba 
‘cenforce clerical residence, we canoe Cutio 
«« wonder. that such a man, the only re- Chro 
« commendation to whose patronage « hig 







«« merit, ‘should become the envy Y 
«¢ glanderers. and . detractors.”’——One ‘ 
which last was, let it be tae 
very Monrninc Curonicie itself! : 
Chronicle! What must have 0 
feelings before .it.could bring bie 
‘this. “Have mercy upon us, nile . 
“ slanderers and detractors . 

the whole family. . Not only the anisl 
and. highly respected Bishop, but Ds P 
rable noble ce? ve os a his 
f ' js not forgotte 
Bi i abt and ber noble brother 
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a of whether poor Mrs, Bingham does not 
10W equal her in this respect at least. Then 
liss we are to know that the eldest son of the 
De Bishop is a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy. 
was The writer winds up with the public 
ster spirited efforts of the Bishop, and with a 
and formal acknowledgment of bis own guilt, 
unt and an act of self accusation and con- 
late demnation.——What must a man have 
y of felt before he brought his pen to teace this 
ate paragraph upon the paper! Reader, put 
on! yourself in his place, and say, what you 
dove » would not rather have suffered than write 
_— such a paragraph as this.-—Only think ! 
Hing The whole family! From grandpapa down 
on@ie to the boy on board the fleet! As if, 
and however, even all this was not enough ; 
, the as if this disgusting, this nauseous, this 
nt in | loathsome puff was not sufficient, the same 
Isbip paper, the next day after the above-men- 
y, he tioned occurrence in the King’s Bench 
) Im Court, published the following :—-—“ The 
1 of “ Roman Catholic inhabitants of the city 
8 an “ and liberties of Londonderry having found 
were “ it expedient to enlarge their chapel, the 
pro- “ Lord Bishop of Derry, with that munif- 
agi “ cence and liberality which have aways cha- 
i the “ racterized his Lordship, has been pleased 
been “to contribute the sum of 50/. to enable 
| how “ them to complete this necessary but ex- 
, Ad- “ pensive undertaking.” Whether the 
and | Right Reverend Father in God knew any 
te OC 


thing, or heard any thing, of these acts 
of atonement, is more than I can say ; but, 
I have not seen any account of any prose- 
annos cution carried on against the. Morning 






ly re- Chronicle on account of the “ amiable, and 
ges “ highly respected -prelate.’’—Now, | say, 
yy of that, though the Right Reverend Father 
ne of in God has an income fit for a Prince, and 
j, this much greater than some princes, there 

Poor as no reason for doing him justice, as to 
an its landers published agaiast him, which 
self to eason ought net to have operated in the 










ase of Mr, Bingham. This is what | 






ind fault of ; that no reparation whatever 
amiable Nas been made to this gentleman. These 
is pene miserable sinners were as bold as Hercules 
mere ith respect to hime They were it no 
nd his read of him. They could not discover 
rothel. lathe had been siandered; and, to. this 
ip sist try hour, though be has béen proved tu 
ape ave been by them most faisely accused, 
r, 8 Ney Say not a word ing to do. away. 
Have he effect of their former publicati 
ps, nest twas net enough to do, all. they could. 
ife bas rds causing him to be hanged : they 
3; ust now, by their silence, seem to deny 
d hes? he oughé to have been acq - 


yaesi® Mere ig something very mysterious bangs | 
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about the origin of the prosecutian against 


Mr. Bingham. It is as clear as daylight, 
that he was not guilty of either of the 
crimes laid to bis charge; and, one is 
really ata loss to account for the origie 
of the prosecution. We have seen howit 
proceeded: but, to assign an adequate cause 
for it appears, at present, to be impossible. 
A thought does, indeed, occur to 
one ; but, then, it is so shocking ; it is se 
horrible; it is so revolting to human na- 
ture, that one cannot entertain it. What! 
prosecute a man, soberly seek the hife et 
a fellow-creature, pursne him to an ignos 
minious death and throw his widow and a 
dozen children upon the world to starve ; 
and this solely for the purpose of ....... 2 
 axndine .» Bat, it is too base; it is too de- 
testable to think of. ———-However, we shall 
see the report of the Trial soom; and, then 
we shall be better able to judge of the 
real motives ef the prosecution; and, I 
would press upon the public to attend te 
the subject; for, it is ene, in which every 
man of us is deeply interested. 





PorTuGuESE SUBSCRIPTION.———This 
Subscription goes on but slewly. The 
whole of the sums subscribed do not yet 
amount to quite 22d. each for the Portu- 
gu@ese, and this, you will pereeive in 
paper-money, which, in the transit loses, 
they say, about $0 per centum. So that. 
there will remain to-each persan but 24d. 
at the most. heve seems to want ani- 
mation in the business.. A war-whoop by 
the pensioned poet FitzGrraLp would do. 
good, I should think, It might be shewa 
very Clearly, too, that, in the end, it would 
be a gain to many to give money te this 
collection; for, without the Portuguese, 
we really should not now be able to have 
@ war; that is to say a war, requiting 
Contractors and Paymasters and Commis 
saries and Quartermasters and so forth; a 
war upon any thing of a respectable scale, 
we bul, 1 ust confess, that the Sebscrip- 
tion does not fill.as one might have ex- 
pected. ‘The sum of 24d. eaghis surely 
not suilicient to replace the mulls and the 
barns and olive groves and the corn fields, 
Why, 24d. will not buy much more than 
a quid of whaeco each, which will not 
kcep them from starving more than foor 
hours. Come, come! Push on, then, with 
the subscription. The money already 
subscribed should be looked upon os no- 


thing mere than mere nest egge to ivite 
the country at large tolay. re oughit 
te be nests in every town and vil- 
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lage; and thus all those who are for a | 
war in Spain and Portugal, would have a 
fair opportunity of shewing their zeal in 
the cause. <A collection from door to door 
would not be a bad thing; for, doubtless, 
they are-many who love the war,and who 
would draw their purses in support of it, 
who do not know how to convey their 
mite to the grand tund._—-How would it 
do to give the Portuguese a shere in our 
funds; and let them be Stockbolders after 
the same manner as George Rose’s Friend- 
ly Societies are Stockbolders? They 
would then have something to re/y on, in 
case they should Jose their all in Portugal! 
Their Painee REGENT borrowed some here 
some time ago, and there is part of our 
Stock, as it is called, which arises out of that 
Joan. Suppose we were to make the Portu- 
caese a present of this!——-—The owners of it 
would, I dare say, have no objection, and it 
would really be making the Portuguese 
comfortable. As I said before, they would 
then have something to re/yupon. How- 
ever, I mustconfess, that tis isa matter with 
which I have nothing to do. It belongs 
wholly to those, who have been for a war 
in the “ Peninsula,’’ as they call it. Those 
who are for a war in behalf of the old go- 
veraments of Spain and Portugal, co well, 
and, indeed, it is their duty, to assist the 
poor creatures who bave sutiered from that 
war; but, for my part, I do not think 
myself bound to give them one penny ; 
and, in this state every man who did 
not wish a war to be entered into for the 
old oo of Spain and Portugal. 

n looking over the list of subscribers 
J could not help asking myself whence came 
the money subscribed. 1 recommend to 
the reader to do the same. To stop when 
he has read the som, and consider a little 
whence the subscribers actually draw that 
sum 3 or, in other words, who it is that 
pays it, ia the end. When the list is 
closed, it will be very useful to print it, 
and put against each sum the source 
whence it is drawn. In short, it is mv 
intention to do this; and, for doing it, the 
subscribers will, doubtless, be exceedingly 
obliged to me. The Counire in speak- 
ing of this subscription, compares the 
ministers to the Sainis and Martyrs, and, 
indeed, to Jesus Christ himself ——« The 
“subscription for the Portuguese advances 
“rapidly, and its success proves the cor- 











*diality with which the people go hand ° 


“in band with the policy of the MINIS- 
“TERS. Of the triumph and glory of these 
““suceesses, surely they must Le entitled 
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’ . a large share, who have persisted, 
rough calumnies the most coarse 
“ through abuse the most personal, in the 
. policy that has produced them. We may 
say to them, There is nota tongue, ana- 
‘* tion, or religion, which will not bless your 
“ presiding care and manly beneficence, 
“ Your names will never be separated e- 
“ fore the thvone of the divine goodness, in 
“whatever language or with whatever 
‘“‘ rites pardon is asked for sin, and reward 
“for those who imitate the Godhead in his 
‘ universal bounty to bis creatures. ‘These 
« honours you deserve, and they will surely 
«be paid.” Reader, are you not 
ashamed at reflecting, that the writer of 
this is your countryman? Are you not 
ashamed at reflecting, that this is pub- 
lished in England ? Do you think, thot 
Napoleon would have put down the press 
if he could have found writers like this ? 
It is very clear, that a press managed by 
men like this must be one of the most el- 
ficacious instruments in the hands of ty- 
ranny ; and, if such men could have been 
found in his dominions, Napoleon would 
have had a very fine press, we may be 
well assured. But, all France did not 
produce a wretch so shamelessly base as to 
compare Napoleon’s attributes to those of 
the “ Godhead.” England and England 
alone produces men of this description. 
The Editor of the Morning Chronicle ob- 
served, the other day, that he wes Nol 
amongst those who thought good to be au, 
because that good happened to be Englis". 
Where he finds persons who are ol this 
description I do not pretend to know, 
but, 1 should like them infinitely bette! 
than this man who compares the English 
ministry to the Godhead, or the other man 
who fell down upon his belly wer 
Bishop Knox. 1 would rather say, &" 
be thou my good, and, good be thou m) 
evil, than | would be the author of these 
paragraphs. 





InsuRRECTIONS IN France AND Hott s?: 
We have no further information upon 
this important subject ; and, if J had ae 
I would here go into an inquiry © 
these two points: ‘1. Why it's a obnt 
likely that inserrections should take Y ' 
in those couniries, or, in other were el 
ure the cuuses which it 1s sup poe we 
the people to: revolt; and 2. : J aie 
suppose, that such insurrection: © 
tend to our benefit. ——This is a ~ "8 +e 
ought to be well understood, ane ann 
manifest; that the venal writers # 
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mittingly at work to buoy up the people 
with the hope of final escape through the 
means of a revolt against the Emperor of 
France. In short, the notion they incul- 
cate is this, that the people cannot endure 
his tyranny much longer; and that, when 
they rise against him, he will be over- 
thrown, and that then, then, oh then! all 
our danger will be at an end. Now, I 
cannot forbear asking, why his subjects (for 
so they were called upon Mr, Pevrtisr’s 
trial) should revolt? What is it that he 
does to them to make them so anxious to 
get free from his power? In short, what 
are their causes of discontent ? “Why” 
some full-blooded Anti-Jacobin will an- 
swer, “you Jacobin, you leveller, you 
“traitor, have they not a thousand and a 
“ thousand causes of discontent, and is not 
“ the Corsican the greatest tyrant and the 
“most infamous miscreant that ever 
“ breathed ?”’ Softly, softly! Hard 
names are not facts. Come; take breath, 
now; and, since the people have thou- 
sands and thousands of causes of discon- 
tent, do pray name only a dozen of them 
to me. Well; I will wait ’till another 
time ; but, a dozen good reasons for revolt 
will quite satisfy me; and, if you can 
produce me that dozen, I shall be ready 
to join you in hoping for a speedy insur- 
rection, whether it does us any good or 
NOt. ——In the mean while I mnst not pass 
unnoticed one ground of complaint; 
Namely, that of imprisoning merchants for 
holding correspondence with England, respect- 
ing which our papers published the fol- 
lowing account a few days ago. “A 
, Humber of respectable merchants at 
‘Hamburgh have been imprisoned for no 
“other reacon than their having had letters 
; addressed to them from England. A com- 

Municattion we have seen on this subject, 
if states as follows: “ Many of your inti- 
yr mate friends are now in prison, for which 
: they are indebted to the merchants of 

London, who continued to correspond 
“ with them against their wishes and ad- 
vice. If you are anxious that I should 
bear them company, you have only to 
_ Continae to write to me as you have re- 

cently done.” ”’— .-No other reason ? 
Whatother is wanted? It is very strangewith 
What different eyes we view the same acts at 
different times; or in different places Is 
it net known to these writers, that Napo- 
ton ts at war with us? Is it not known to 
them, that we are his enemies? And, is it 
Not known to them, that it isa crime in 


our country to hold correspondence with ‘the 
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enemy? As to letters being written ¢o these 
merchants, that would not have been the 
case had they not wished it. Letters came 
from them, or letters would hardly have 
gone to them.——Besides, is it so very 
extraordinary a thing for men to be cram- 
med into jails without having committed 
any offence; without any accuser upon 
oath; without any distinct crime even al- 
ledged against them? Is this any thing so 
very extraordinary ? And is it so very 
wonderful to hear of men being put into 
prison for indefinite periods without being 
brought to trial, without ever, from first to 
last, being confronted with any accuser ? 
Is this so wonderful a thing ?-——Is 
this a thing to urge a people éo revolt ? 
And, then, as to merchants? Why 
should they not be crammed into jails as 
well as others? What is there so very sa- 
cred about their persons? They have seen 
enough of others go to jail and to Cayenne, 
without expressing, or discovering the 
smallest degree of pity for them; nay, 
they backed on those who sent them thi- 
ther; and why should they grumble, 
then, when therr turn is apparently come, 
or fast coming? What! do they mean 
never to bave their share of the miseries of 
the world, after having so long enjoyed the 
good things of it?——In the midst of 
these charges of tyranny heaped upon Na- 
poleon, there now-and-then slips out of the 
goose pens of these venal men, something 
to throw discredit upon all that they have 
been saying upon this head for months be- 
fore. ——Of this kind is a paragraph in the 
Covasier of last week, relative to Sweden. 
——“ Our readers were probably sur- 
“ prised at the Order issued by the Swe- 
« dish Government to capture all Danish 
“« vessels. They had been taught to con- 
“sider Sweden, under a French General, 
“as the engine of France, and they knew 
“the King of Denmark to be the mere 
« Prefect of Buonaparté. But Buona- 
‘« parté, however Bernadotte may be devoted 
“ to him, ts not able to apply to Sweden those 
‘ coercive measures he can adopt on the instant 
‘against other Powers. He cannot pass 
“anarmy over to Sweden to enforce his 
“ orders—and Bernadotie, knowing this, 

« is obliged to defer more to the national 

« willand feeling. We have seen that he 

“ has not yet presumed to carry all the 

« commercial. rigours of his master into 

“ practice ; he has not been able to re- 

“strict commerce altogether, and there 

« have of late been occasional remarks in 
‘the French Papers upon the facilities 
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« which Sweden, spite of the friendship 
« and protection of the great Napoleon, 
« has afferded to commercial intercourse 
« with this country.’’—-—So, then, it now 
comes out that Napoleon is unable tu bring 
Sweden into his system against her will 
He cannot “ pass an army over to Sweden,” 
we aretold here. Sweden is free then ? 
Well, then, you stupid hireling, Sweden 
voluntarily chose Bernadotte, alter ali that 

ou and the rest of your setasserted about 
ie being compelled to receive him, and 
about her neck being dent to the yoke. 
No, no; be cannot pass an army over 
to Sweden, and J éold you so at the time, 
and cited that fact as a proof of the willing- 
ness of the Swedes to receive Bernadette ; and 
now you say the same thing, exactly the 
same thing, having forgotten what you 
said before. 








Butuion Desate, Now . we are 
drawing towards the close of this grand 
discussion ; this discussion that has lasted 
from the day | was sent to Jail to the pre- 
sent day ; and, which, thank God, will 
lead to most important consequences. I 
said, the moment I fixed my eyes upen the 
Bullion Report, that that was the har- 
binger of good days for England. ‘The 
full-blooded Anti-Jacobins, that is to say, 
the greatest enemies the country has, and 
the most corrupt men in the whole world, 
are alarmed, and well they may be; but 
no one else is. For every one else the 
discussion leads to good. The long 
expected debate began last night (Mon- 
day 6th May), upon a motion of Ma. 
Horner, who, though he appears to have 
spoken about 3 hours, made use of no one 
argument that was not used by me zearly 
seven years ago, in support of a proposition 
the same as that which he now brought 
forward, and for maintaining which I was 
abused like a pickpocket, and Paine had 
before, for asserting the same, mixed with | 
a little political fun, been burnt in effigy 
all over this “ thinking country.” ——Not | 
one argumentdid Mr. Horner add to those 
long and long ago made use of by me; 
and this I wil! hereafter shew.——But, 
for the present I shal! conclude, the De- 
bate not being as yet all before me, 
The whole of this Debate I shall insert in 
the Register. I have set my heart upon 
seeing this paper-money affair out ; and, | 
{am resolved that my readers, in all parts 
of the world, shall miss nothing belonging 
to it. ‘The time is noi far distant, when 
events will pave decided this question for 
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W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newzate, Tuesday, 


May 7, 1811. 





PROPOSITIONS RESPECTING Money, Bric 
LION AND Excuances.—3 May 1811. 


I. THAT the right of establishing and 
regulating the legal Money of this Kiog. 
dom-hath at ali times been a Royal Pre- 
rogative, vested in the Sovereigns thereof, 
who have from time to time exercised the 
same as they have seen fit, in changing such 
legal Money, or altering and varying the 
vaiue, and enforcing or restraining the 
circulation thereof, by Proclamation, or 
in concurrence with the Estates of the 
Realm by Act of Parliament: and that 
such legal money cannot lawtully be de- 
faced, melted down or exported, 

II.—That the Promissory Notes of the 
Governor and Company of the Bank ot 
England are engagements to pay certain 
sums of Money in the legal Coin of this 
Kingdom ; and that for more thana cen- 
tury past, the said Governor and Company 
were at all times ready to discharge such 
Promissory Notes in legal Coin of the 
Realm, until restrained from so doing on 
the 25th of February 1797, by his Maes 
ty’s Order in Council, confirmed by Act 
of Parliament. 

Ii].—That the Promissory Notes of the 
said Company have hitherto been, and are 
at this time, held in public estimation (0 
be equivalent to the legal Coin of the 
Realm, and generally accepted as such a 
all pecuniary transactions to which suc 
Coin is legally applicable. _ all 

1V.—That at various periods, as we 
before as since the said Restriction, the 
Exchanges between Great Britain ap 
several other Countries have been wo 
favourable to Great Britain: ¥: r 
during such periods, the prices of r 
and Silver Bullion,- especially of su J 
Gold Bullion as could be legally expert 
have frequently risen above the . 
price; and the coimage of Money ail 
the Mint has been either wholly suspe 
ed or greaily diminished in gant “ 
that such circumstances have —_ Mili 
curred, when expensive Naval ‘ed o” 


catri 


tar rations have been 
Abroad, and in times of public dange! 
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| ever; and, against that time, [ wish my 
readers to be fully prepared w give their 
judgment upon all of us, who have taken 
a prominent part in any of these discus. 
sions. 
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alarm, or when large importations of Grain 
from foreign parts have taken place. 
V.—That such unfavourable Exchanges, 
aud rise in the price of Bullion, occurred 
to a greater or less fisgrse during the wars 


carried on by King William the 3rd and 
Queen Anne ; and also during part of the 
Seven Years war, and of the American 
war; and during the War and prarctey of 
Grain in 1795 and 1796, when the diffi- 
culty of procuring Cash or Bullion increas- 
edto such adegree, that on the 25th of 
February 1797, the Bank of England was 
restrained from making payments in Cash 
by an Order of Council, confirmed and 
continued to the present time by divers 
Acts of Parliament; and the Exchanges 
became still more unfavourable, and the 
price of Bullion higher, during the scar- 
city which prevailed for two years pre- 
vious to the Peace of Amiens. 

VI.—That the unfavourabie state of the 
Exchanges, and the high price of Bullion, 
do not, in any of the instances above re- 
ferred to, appear to have been produced 
by the restriction upon cash payments at 
the Bank of England, or by any excess in 
the issue of Bank Notes; inasmuch as all 
the said instances, except the last, oc- 
curred previously to any restriction on 
such Cash payments; and because so far 
a3 appears by such information as has been 
procured, the price of Bullion has fre- 
quently been highest, and the Exchanges 
tost unfavourable, at periods, when the 
issues of Bank Notes have been consider- 
ably diminished, and they have been af- 
terwards restored to their ordinary rates, 
although those issues have been increased. 

VII.—That during the period of nearly 
78 years, ending with the Ist of January 
1796, and previous to the aforesaid Restric- 
tion, of which period Accounts are before 
the House, the price of Standard Gold in bars 
has been ator under the Mint price 28 
years and 5 months ; and above the said 
Mint price 48 years and 11 months ; and 
that the price of Foreign Gold Coin has 
been at or under 3i, 13s. per oz. $6 years 
and 7 months, and above the said price 
39 years and 3 months ; and that during 

¢ remaining intervals no prices are 
stated. And that during the same period 
of78 years, the price of Standard Silver 
“ppears to have been at or under the Mint 
Price, $ years and ¢ months only, 

VIL.—That during the latter part and 
for some time after the close of the Ame- 
rican war, during the years 1784, 1782 
and 178%, the Exchange with ne 
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fell from 34. 4 to 31. 5, being about 8 per 
cent.; and the price of foreign Gold rose 
from 31. 17s. 9d. to 41. 2s. 34. per oz. and 
the price of Dollars from 5s. 4d. 4, per 
oz. to 5s. 11d. } and thatthe Bank Notes 
in circulation were reduced between 
March 1782 and December 1782, from 
9,169,000/. to 5,995,0001., being a diminu- 
tion of above one third, and continued 
(with occasional variations) at such re- 
duced rate until December 1784: and 
that the Exchange with Hamburglh rose 
to 34.6, and the price of Goid fell to 
$l. 17s. Gd. and Dollars to 5s. 1d. 4 per 
oz. before the 25th February 1787, the 
amount of Bank Notes being then increas- 
ed to 8,688,0001. 

IX.—That the Amount of Bank Notes 
in February 1787 was 8,688.0001, and 
in February 1791, 11,099,000/.; and that 
during the same period, the sum of 
10,704.000/. was coined in Gold; and 
that the Exchange with Hamburgh rose 
about 3 per cent. 

X.—That the average amount of Bank 
Notes in the year 1795 was about 
11,497,000/. and on the 25th of February 
1797, was reduced from 13,539,000/. to 
8,640,000, during which time the Ex- 
change with Hamburgh fell from 36 to 
35, being about 3 per cent., and the said 
amount was increased to 11,855,000, 
exclusive of 1,542,000L ia Notes of 14 
and 2/. each on the Ist of February 1798, 
during which time the Exchange rose to 
38.2, being about 6 per cent. 

XL—That the average price of Wheat 
per quarter in England, in the year 1798 
was 50s. 3d.; in 1799, 67s. 5d.3 in 
1800, 113s. 74.3 in 1801, 118s. 3d.; and 
in 1802, 67s. 5d. 


The amount of Bank Notes, of 5/. and up. 
wards. 
in 1798,about £.10,920,400 
under £.5 ... 1,786,000 





12,706,400 
in 1799, about 12,048 790 
under £.5 ... 1,626,110 





13,674,906 
in 1800, about 13,421,920 

under £.5 ... 1,831,820 
15,253,740 





in 1801, about 13,454,370 
onder £.5 ... 2,715,180 





16,169,550 
in 1802, about 13,917,980 


under £.5 ... $,136,470 
17,054,450 


That the exchange with Hamburgh 
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was, in January 1798, 38.2; January 
1799, 37.7; January 1800, 32.; January 
1801, 29.8; being in the whole a fail of 
above 22 per cent.—In January 1802, 
32.2; and December 1802, 34.5 being in 
the whole a rise of about 13 per cent. 

XIl.—That during all the periods above 
referred to, previous to the commence- 
ment of the war with France in 1793, the 
principal States of Europe preserved their 
independence, and the trade and corres- 
pondence thereof were carried on con- 
formably to the accustomed law of na- 
tions; and that although from the time of 
the invasion of Holland by the French in 
1795, the trade of Great Britain with the 
Continent was in part circumscribed and 
interrupted, it was carried on freely with 
several of the most considerable ports, 
and commercial correspondence was 
maintained at all times previous to the 
summer of 1807. 

XIIf.--That since the month of No- 
vember 1806, and especially since the 
summer of 1807, a system of Exclusion 
has been established against the British 
trade on the Continent of Lurope, under 
the influence and terror of the French 
power, and enforced with a degree of 
violence and rigor never before attempt- 
ed ; whereby all trade and correspondence 
between Britain and the Continent of 
Europe has (with some occasional excep- 
tions, chiefly in Sweden and in certain 
parts of Spain, and Portugal) been hazard- 
ous, precarious and expensive, the trade 
being loaded with excessive freights to 
foreign shipping, and other vnusual 
charges; and that the trade of Britain 
with the United States of America has 
also been uncertain and interrupted ; and 
that in addition to these circumstances, 


which have greatly affected the course of 


payments between this country and other 
nations, the Naval and Military expen- 
diture of the United Kingdom in foreign 
parts, has, for three years past, been very 
great; and the price of Grain, owing to 
a deficiency in the crops, higher than at 
any time, whereof the accounts appear 
before Parliament, except during the 
scarcity of 1800 and 1801; and that 
large quantities thereof have been im- 
ported. 

XIV.—That the amount of Currency 
necessary for carrying on the transactions 
of the Country, must bear a proportion to 
the .extent of its Trade and its public 
Revenue and Expenditure; and that the 


. + 
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{laa 
annual amount of the Exports and Im. 
ports of Great Britain, on an average of 
three years, ending 5th of January 1797 
was 48,752,651/. official value; the 
average amount of Revenue paid into the 


Exchequer, including Monies raised by 
Lottery, 18,759,165/.; and of Loans, 
18,409,842/. , making together 37,169,007]. 
and the average amount of the Total Ex. 
penditere of Great Britain, 42,855,11 Il. 
and that the average amount of Bank 
Notes in circolation (all of which were 
for 51. or upwards) wasabout ! 1,262,000), ; 
and that 57,274,6171., had been coined jy 
Gold during his Majesty’s reign, of which 
a large sum was then in circulation. 

That the annual’ amount of the Exports 
their and Imports of Great Britain, on an 
average of three years, ending Sth Jan. 
1811, supposing the Imports from the East 
Indies and China to have been equal to 
their amount in the preceding year, was 
77,971,318l.; the average amount of 
Revenue paid into the Exchequer, 
62,763,746/.; and of Loans, 12,673,541. ; 
making together 75,437,294/.; and the 
average amount of the Total Expenditure 
of Great Britain, 82,205,066/.; and that 
the average amount of Bank Notes, above 
5l. was about 14,265,850l. and of Notes 
under 5/. about 5,283,330/.; and that the 
amount of Gold Coin in circulation was 
greatly diminished. ; 

XV.—That, the situation of this king- 
dom; in respect of its political and com- 
mercial relations with foreign Countries, 
as above stated, is sufficient, without any 
change in the internal value of its Cor- 
rency, to account for the unfavourable 
state of the foreign Exchanges, and for 
the high price of Bullion. 

XVi—wThat it is highly important 
that the Restriction on the payments 
Cash of the Bank of England, should n3 
removed, whenever the political - 
commercial relations of the wrt 
shall render it compatible with the pb!'” 
interest. 

XVIL—That under the circumstance’: 
affecting the political and ape 
relations of this Kingdom with foreign 
Countries, it would be highly rire 
dient and dangerous, now to fix a 0c". 
period for the removal of the ~0e Eng- 
of Cash payments at the Bank © od by 
land, pele to the term already fixe’ |” 
the Act 44 Geo. III. c. 1, of six m0”. 
‘after the conclusion of ‘a definitive 6%) 
of peace. { MA 3 
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3d May 181 1.—AMENDMENTS on the Pro- 
posiTions respecting Money, BuLtion, 
and Excuances, (dated, 26 April 1311.) 


AMENDMENT to No. IV. 


That, prior to the Restriction of Cash 
Payments, the Exchanges were never 
more unfavourable to Great Britain, for 
any length of time, than from 5 to 7 per 
cent. below par, the depression appearing 
to have never exceeded the whole expence 
of transmitting Specie abroad; except 
during adebasement of the Coins of the 
Jealm. 

That, prior to the said Restriction, the 
market price of Standard Gold in bars 
never rose above the Mint price more than 
i! per cent. and that only for avery short 
interval ; except in 1720, the vear of the 
famous South Sea Scheme, when it rose to 
4l. 1s. 6d. per oz. : and during the pcriods 
when the coins of the Realm have been 
de based. 

That, in periods subsequent to the said 
Restriction, and particularly of late years, 
the Exchanges have been unfavourable to 
Great Britain much below the limit marked 
by the whole cost of transmitting Specie 
abroad, and have continued so for a con- 
siderable time together, being at present 
and having been for a considerable time 
more than 25 per cent. below par ; and in 
tue same manner the market price of 
Standard Gold in bars has been and still is 
more than 25 per cent. above the Mint 


; price. 


AMENDMENT to No. V. 


_ That, during the wars carried on by 
King William the IfId. the Exchanges 
did fall below the limit fixed by the ex- 
pence of transmitting Specie, and the 
Price of Gold Bullion did rise. very con- 
siderably; viz. during the. debased state 
of the Silver Coin of the Realm ; but, im- 
mediately after the reformation of the Coin, 
the market price of Gold fell to the. Mint 
price, and the Exchanges rose nearly to 
Par, although the circumstances of the 
War and the foreign expenditure conti- 
nued unaltered. 

That, between the reformation of the 
Coin in the reign of King William and the 
4th year of the Reign of King George the 

rst, the Guinea passed by law for 22s. ; 
uring which period therefore the Mint 


Price of Gold was 41. Is. 7d. 


That, doring the Seven Years War, 
and unti] the year 1774, the Gold Coin 


Of the Re lm was ina state of debase- 
meat a Wai « , 





That the price of Standard Gold in bars 
never exceeded the Mint price, in any 
one year of the American War. 

That, the Exchange with Hambuargh, 
which had been rather unfavourable to this 
country, during part of the year 1795, 
ceased to be so in March 1796, became 
more favourable in the month of Oc- 
tober, and continued favourable till the 
26th of February 1797, when the Re- 
striction took place, and for some time 
afterwards. 

That, there was no rise in the price of 
Standard Gold in bars immediately prior 
tothe 26th of February 1797, nor fora 
considerable number of years before. 

That, the state of the Exchanges, and 
of the price of Bullion, for two years pre- 
vious to the peace of Amiens, was subse- 
quent to the said Restriction. 


AMENDMENT to No. VI. 


That, with regard to the period of 75 
years ending with the Istof January 
1796, from the year 1721 to 1758, the 
market price of Gold never at any one 
time exceeded the Mint price by more 
than 1s. 23d per oz. and seldom by more 
than half that sum; from 1758 to the 
recoinage of the Gold in 1773, the market 
price of Standard Gold in bars was always 
above the Mint price, and sometimes ex- 
ceeded it by as much as 3s. 6d. per oz. 
being the period during which the Coins 
were in a debased state ; from the recoin- 
age in 1773 to the 25th February 1797, the 
date of the Restriction, the market price of 
Standard Gold in bars never. exceeded 
the Mint price, except for part of the 
years 1783 and 1784, when it rose 1d. 
above the Mint price; since the year 
1804, the price of Standard Gold in bars 
has been always very considerably above 
the Mint price, and from the end of the 
year 1808 to the present time, has been 
progressively rising (with occasional fluc- 
tuations) till it has been as bigh as the 
unprecedented price of 4/. 18s. per oz. 
as appears from Wetenhall’s Tables. 


AMENDMENT to No. VII. 


That, taking the issues of Bank Notes in 
circulation, not at their amount on a par- 
ticular day, but on a fair average antece- 
dent to any alteration of the Exchanges 
and price of Bullion, it does not appear, 
from the information which has been pro- 
cored, that the price of Gold, Las been 
highest and the Exchanges most nnfa- 


yourable when the issues of Bank Notes 
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had been considerably diminished, and 
have been restored to their ordinary 
rates subsequently to these issues being 
increased. 

That since the said Restriction, the 
price of Bullion has been highest, and the 
Exchanges have been most unfavourable, 
at times subsequent to the periods in 
which the issues of Bank Notes have most 
increased. 


AMENDMENT to No. VIII. 


That taking the average of Bank Notes 
in circulation .in the years 1782 and 
1783, from their amount in the beginning 
of the months of January, March, June, 
October, and December in each year, 
and that of 1784 trom their amount in the 
beginning of the months of March, June, 
October and December, (which are the 
returns before the House,) it appears as 
follows ; 


UTED rocccccrere Le 7,599,570 
1783 ...ccevseveesee 6,598,560 
1784 ..... oveccccece 6,209,855 
That the Exchanges with Hamburgh, 
and the price of Foreign Gold, during the 
same periods, were as follows; 

1782. 
Exch. 
31. 9. - £.3. 18, 6, 
$2.10. - - 3. 19. 
$2. 7. = = 3. 19. 
3$2.3.-+4 2. 
- 31.10. - - 4 om 

1783. 
Exch. for G. 
Jan. - $2.7.+ £.4 1. 
Mar. - 32. 5.-- $. 19. 
June.- 31. 5.-- 4 2, 
Oct. - $2. 7. 3. 19. 6. 
Dec. - $32. 8. - - 3. 19. 6. 


} 1784, 
Exch. for G. 


Jan. 

Mar. 
June. - 
Oct. - 
Dec. 


Cs 


Mar. 4°33. 9. - £.3. 18, — 
June. - $4. 4.= - 8.17. 10.4 
2. - 34.7. - +3. 17. 10.4 
- + 34.10. - - 3. 17, 10.4 
That the Exchange with Hamburgh be- 
tween the end of December 1784, and the 
25th of February 1787, fell from 35. 6 
to 34, 6. 


AMENDMENT to No. IX. 


That of the sum of 10,704,0001. stated to 
have been comed in Gold from February 
1787 to Febraary 1791, the sum of 
8,084,98:21. was a recoinage from the light 


Guineas of the Realm. 
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| That the House do resolve into 








{ll4s 
AMENDMENT to No, X. 


_ That the average amountof Bank Notes 
in circulation during the months of Jany. 
ary and February 1795, was 12,452,45)/ 
and the average amount from the 1s 
January to 25th February 1797, was 
9,566,4301.; making a difference of 
2,886,02 11. 

That this reduction in the amount of 
Bank Notes was principally effected be. 
tween the middle of the month of May 
1796, and the 25th of February 1797. 

That the Exchange with Hamburgh 
fell from 36 to 32. 4 (its lowest depres- 
sion during the period in question) be- 
tween the 3rd of February and the 4th of 
August 1795,during which time the ave- 
rage amount of Bank Notes in circulation 
was 11,464,143/., having been occasionally 
during the time as high as 14,071,85vl,, 
and even 14,876,580. 

That between the 4th of August 1795, 
and the first of January 17906, the Ex- 
change with Hamburgh rose from 32. 4 to 
32.7, during which period the average 
amount of Bank Notes in circulation was 
11,415,653/.; and from the Ist of Jan- 
ary tothe 3rd of June 1796, the Exchange 
with Hamburgh rose from 32.7 to 34. 
during which period the average amount 
of Notes was 10,874,3161 

That from the 3rd of June 1796 to the 
25th of February 1797, during which pe- 


riod the amount of Bank Notes was gra- 


dually reduced to the sum of 8,040,2501, 
the Exchange with Hamburgh rose to 
35. ; and in the few months following the 


last reduction rose gradually to 28. 
AmENDMENT to No. XIV. 


That the average amount of Bank Notes 
in circulation, of 5/.and upwards, for three 


| years ending the 5th of January 1797, 


was 10,722,7801. ; and for the years 150°, 
1809, and 1810, was 14,265,550/. P 

That the average amount of Notes a 
5l. and upwards, in the year 179% 7 
10,240,125! ; andin 1310 was15,421,9!% 





BULLION DEBATE. 


House of Commons, Monday, 6th May 


d moved, 
18}1.—Mr. Horner rose, a . Cott 


mittee of the whole House, and be 


Report of the Bullion Committee, 
the diferent papers relating to the foreig? 
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land, be referred to the said 
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Mr. Horner then proceeded to observe, 
that, in opening the subject before the 
Committee, it was his intention to sepa- 
rate the consideration of the last resolu- 
tion of those he should submit, from the 
consideration of those which preceded it. 
The latter consisted of « statement of the 


law, of the alledged evil, and of its cause, 


the former suggested what he conceived 
was the most proper-remedy. Many 
Gentlemen, who might coincide in the 
| opinions expressed in the first resolution, 
might not perhaps be disposed to concur 
with him in the propriety of his last pro- 
position. It would therefore, he con- 
ceived, be advisable for him to keep the 
two questions as distinct as possible. 
'And here he begged leave to observe, 
that although he designed to enter pretty 
fully into the view which he took of the 
general question, it would not be neces- 
sary for him to enter into all its details, 
orinto many of those minute and various 
statements which were contained in the 
papers already on the table. Some of 
‘those which were essential to a clear 
sclucidation of the subject, would proba- 
bly be examined by the Honourable 
Members, who would follow him, and 
were much more competent to draw from 
them whatever was requisite for a clear 
Xposition of the question. At the same 
time, the outline which he proposed to 
Cescribe must’ comprehend all the most 
rominent and material points at issue ; 
tnd he assured the committee, that it 
ould be his endeavour to compress them 
to as narrow a compass as they would 
VMit.—( Hear, hear !) 
Among all the various opinions enter- 
ined on the present and on former simi- 
f occasions, there had been some which 
oceeded to the most opposite extremes. 
Tsons were not wanting hardy enough 
assert, that a circulating medium, con- 
, Og entirely of paper, was perfectly 
®quate to the fulfilment of all the pur- 
ses of a metallic currency. According 
their creed, the greatest of all modern 
“coveries in the improvements of com- 
"ce, Was the exclusive ‘substitution of a 
per currency, founded, not upon the 
'S of the precious metals, but on the 
's of confidence alone,’ On the other 
nd, there had been person’ blind to all 
experience of our commercial and 
e Onical history, blind too to all those 
rtant advantages practically deriva. 
from the circulation of paper convert- 



























* ito gold, who went so far as to as- | 
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sert, thatthe only remedy was to resort to 
the exclusive use of the precious metals, 
and to the anterior state of things. He 
wished, however, to revert only to the 
doctrines and opinions of the ablest and 
most practical statesmen of this country 
previous to the period of the Bank Restric- 
tion. The principle of those doctrines 
was, that the circulation of paper was in 
itself beneficial, and sufficiently guarded 
against excess by its constant liability of 
conversion into gold. There was another 
feeling also abroad in which he could not 
join, a feeling of jealousy of the Bank as 
an institution, and a disposition to con- 
demn it as an unfair monopoly. He could 
not help thinking that all those who re- 
arded the liberties of the country with a 
_ attention, and who justly appreciated 
their value and their importance, could 
not contemplate the origin of the Bank 
without connecting it with an 2ra memo- 
rable as the epoch when those liberties 
were secured, and placed on a solid foun- 
dation. (Hear! hear’) But beside this, 
all who had attended to the subsequent 
events of our political history must be 
convinced that at different periods, and on 
great critical emergencies, the Government 
of the country has derived from the Bank 
the most important assistance. If thea 
the most extensive and essential resources 
had been drawn from that quarter for the 
greatest national objects, it wasnatural that 
with the present prospect of new difficil- 
ties to be encountered, and additionat «x- 
ertions to be made, we should look in fu- 
ture for a continuance of that aid, and of 
these resources, of which we hid before 
availed ourselves. Having thus disclaim- 
ed all these contrary opinions, he must 
now declare, that his great and ultimate ob- 
ject was to restore, with as much care and 
| circumspection as might be fairly claimed 
by partial and particular interests, but at 
the same time with as much promptitude 
ag still more urgent considerations might 
dictate, the circulating medium to its ori- 
ginal state—a state atiesied by a long ex- 
perience to be not less favourable to pri- 
vate than propitious to public prosperity 
—a state, every departure from which 
must be injurions, in proportion to its ex- 
tent. He could nut here forbear to notice 
a prejudice which had been exeited 
against him, and those who covncided 
with him in opinion on this subject; a pre- 
judice that represented them as mere the- 
orists, and as setting up their theory 
against the conclusions of practice avd 
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experience, If he was indeed a theorist, 
bis theory was, however, that of those who 
founded the Bank of England (Hear, 
hear!) it he considered the convertibility 
of paper into specie as the fundamentai 
principle of that institution, his opinion 
was in perfect unison with thatof the most 
enlightened and practical statesmen who 
had conducted the financial relations of 
the country (Hear, hear!) and who con- 
curred. with the most eminent practical 
merchants of these times. They were 
consulted because it is the part of a states- 
man to acquire information from all <de- 
scriptions of men, not to take it upon 
credit from any particular class. Such a 
question as that before the Committee was 
one peculiarly tit for Parliament to decide, 
because it was the province of Parliament 
to compare and distinguish different kinds 
of practical information, and to determine 
by their collective wisdom, the due appli- 
cation of general principles. If it was a 
charge against him to have entered upon 
the investigation with some preconceived 
opinions respecting it, it was a charge to 
which he certainly must plead guilty. 
But without considering if it was possibile 
to commence any such inquiry free from 
any such preconceived opinions, he would 
venture to say, not only for himself but 
for the rest of the Committee, that no in- 
vestigation ever was begun with a firmer 
determination to make the most ample, 
accurate, and impartial scrutiny, and to sus- 
pend judgmenttill that scrutiny was accom- 
plished. (Hear, hear!) The names of the 
Members of the Committee were a sufli- 
cient security perhaps for this, and ren- 
dered it unnecessary for him to repel any 
accusations on that score. It would have 
been convenient for him to have been in- 
formed, before he began the discussion, 
which of his principles were denied, and 
which admitted by his right hon. friend 
(Mr. Vansittart); but upon this point he 
was left entirely in the dark. If he looked 
at the last of his right hon. friend’s Reso- 
lutions, he appeared to differ with himself 
only as to the remedy proposed ; but when 
he turned his attention to those preceding 
it, he saw propositions directly controvert- 
ing ali the antient and received doctrines 
of economical science. The primary ob- 








ject of the Committee had been to ascer- 
tain the causes of the high price of el 
lhe House of Commons, struck with the 
appearance of a gradual rise in the price 
of bullion, had appointed the Committee 
to examine and report its cause. If this 
was the object of the House at that period 
how much more imperious had that duty 
become by the subsequent and progressive 
rise which had taken place? He meant to 
state broadly here, that although there 
had been collateral causes, the operation 
of which he was most ready to admit, yet 
that the high price originated in and was 
perpetuated by an excess of paper circu- 
lation. The Mint price was 3/. 17s. 10! 
the market price had first risen to 4/, ios. 
and since the Report of the Committee 
had reached -as high a point as 4/. | 4s. 
being somewhat more than 20 per cent. of 
excess above the mint price. Now it was 
important to observe, that this excess was 
a departure to that amount from the stand- 
ard value of our national currency, that 
standard cousisting, according to law, ot 
gold and silver of a certain fineness, 
weight and denomination. Bank notes 
were nothing more than stipulations to 
pay so much of this lawful money to the 
holder. The excess of the market price 
of gold proved, therefore, that bank notes 
purported to represent what they did not, 
viz. a, certain sum of standard value. 
Measured by the market price, a pound 
note was worth 15 shillings and a fraction. 
To this degree the paper must be cons: 
dered as deprecisted. The maintenaic® 
of the legal standard had always formed 
a principal feature in the leguslative Pr 
licy of this kingdom. Parliament D° 
hitherto, at all times, displayed the ut- 
most vigilance upon the apperrencs ‘i 
any derangement or undue alteralio 
the value of the circulating medi 
Some of our ablest princes had on ne 
cular occasions attempted to saith 
legal coin, or to raise its denomine 7 
but Parliament had never failed t 


its voice and check the progress of 
evil. ‘The last operation of on 
took place in the reign of queen ‘i 
beth, and since that period the § 3 ue 
has remained unaltered, both i 3° 

and in weight. 
™ (To be continued.) 
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